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CONFIDENTIAL | A
REPORT
COUNTRY  Germany (Soviet Zone) “ DATE DISTR. 18 Mar. 1955
SUBJECT Early warning Outpost (VNOS) Near NO.OF PAGES 4
Schafhausen :
_ =
DATE OF INFORMATION REFERENCES: 2.
W - 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRED '
AP
THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
25X1
1. he location of & military bar-
ch later house e unit (see overlay on page 4.) At
that time, the barrack was being constructed hv German Torkmen 25X1
I: The barrack 25X?\

2.

was completed in September 1953. It was a single-story. brick bullding
which measured 40 x 15 meters. The gabled roof was covered with tar-
paper. An antenna consisting of one wire was strung from & wooden pole
on the roof of the building to a nearby tree. One wire led into a win-
dow of the operations room. The bullding was located approximately 30
meters north of the road, and about 200 meters out of Schafhausen

(N 50-34, E 10-10). A wooden fence endloBsed the.barrack from the

north, east, and west, while the- south wall of the bullding made up the -

other boundary, A gate in the southwest corner of -the enclosure was
guarded by an armed soldier 24 hours a.day. . At night, an._additional -
guard patrolled the building.

After the barrack had been completed in September 1953, a VNOS unit
arrived and moved into the building. The unit consisted of .« N0
one sergeant and five soldiers. They occupled two rooms in the

southern part of the barrack; one was ' used as quarters and the
other as the operations room, | the
VNOS operations room| | only the radio transmitter 1, a

hand microphone, radio key, and a set of earphones. Omne telephone
wag Installed in the quarters and one in the operations room. No
inment was observed. Among other things
were about 30 plctures of American and British alrcraft

displayed on one of the walls 4in the operations room. The pictures
were about 20 x 15 cm and»showed only the profile of the plane. 1In
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CONFEE?NTIAL 25X1
fhe pictures were inadeguate, one - 25X1
e US people brought a book from the quarters consisting of

about 100 pages. One whole page was devoted to each alrcraft,
showing it in different positions and supplying the technical
dafa on each. All aircraft in the book were either American or
British.

The barrack was under 24-hour guard. During the day one soldier

was statloned some 300 meters northeast of the bullding where a . .
8mall wooden shack was located. The soldier on duty had a field
telephone 2 and a set of binoculars. At night an additional guard
walked back and forth along the bullding. The telephone was removed
from the shack at night. '

The VNOS detachment consisted of s sergeant who was in charge of

the unit and did not perform any other duties, two radio operators,

and three observers. Two men were on duty 24 hours a day. Watches
lasted either four or six hours. The detachment was completely
independent from the army guard ¢.ompany, except that VNOS personnel
were compelled to attend political indoctrination lectures conducted
by the border guard staff. They also shared the messing facilitles
with the border guards. The VNOS personnel were free df all extra
dutles. The attitude of the sergeant in charge of the VNOS unit
toward the CO, a senior lieutenant of the border guard unit, was
somewhat arrogant. On one occasion| “the sergeant 25X1
order the lieutenant out of the VNOS operations room in quite loud

and profané language. The sign on the door to the operations roon read
"Off Limits to all Unauthorized Personnel",

‘ 'in the VNOS 25X1
jupon recelipt of news in July

to August 1yss that thelr tour of duty had been extended, all ex-~

pressed thelr dissatisfaction very emphatically, including the

sergeant who was to be demobilized shortly thereafter. The sergeant

wag later transferred from the detachment and, according to rumors,
demobllized. This same sergeant had a girl friend in one of the

nearby villages whom he used to see quite frequently. Nothing was

done about it, even though the CO of the border guard unlit supposedly

knew about it. ‘ s

The relations between the border guards and VNOS 1.)er'ggngg,"i.4!g=1txf:447 EX1

somewhat cool

Jealousy caused by the fact that the VNOS people
had better living conditions than the border troops might have
had something to do with it.

There were no other VNOS units immediately along the border on the
section, approximately 30 kilometers long, assigned to the second
company of the 93rd Separate Guard Battallon. The unit had a

separate telephone line connecting it with similar VNOS de&aghmgntﬂ 25X1
along the border, :
a telephone switchbo 25X1

& row of push buttons wlth code names inserihed
' 25X1
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‘all planes in sight flying

8.,
long the border or the border area on the West Germany side are

tracked. When the plane is spotted, the VNOS station relays the -
plane's position to the next station located in the direction in
which the alreraft is flyving. If the plane should fly to the
East German int v d o ey

Onece in August 1954, a hard-top, three-axle truck arrived at the

company location. There was no a or any other equipment on
top of the truck.EkaonEbrfﬁnignnjall five people who arrived
were officers. Om iem wore & complete uniform. He wore

an army uniform with Lt Col's insignia.The shoulder boards appearsd to dbe
sllver. All others wore officer's breeches, boots, ana .-sn.rte.
They did not wear hats. The group remained in the caserne for threec

days, leavingwearly each morning and returning at night,
th

e group drove out to an elevated spot near Franken-
heim (N 50-32, E 10-04? and spent the entire day there.
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(D mMilitary barrack which
housed VNOS post.
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